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them the religion which the Assyrians borrowed from
the Babylonians, with its triads of gods and its planet-
^ worship? Would their divinities have Accad names?
Might we not even find the people now "weeping for
Tammuz/'as they did in the days of Ezekiel (viii. 14),
and in older days, long before the Greeks set up their
answering Adonis ?

However delightful such speculations might be, a
little serious study soon proved their futility. The
publication of one of the sacred books of the Baby-
lonian Sabians, under the title of the " Book of
Adam," or Codex Nazarasus, by ISTorberg, at the
beginning of this century, provided scholars with
something approaching to a definite ground on which
to build with more security than before. Although
by no means a scientific edition, containing mistakes
which led to corresponding errors in those who worked
from Norberg's premises, the Codex Nazaraaus was a
genuine Sabian authority, and dispelled a good many
of the mists which surrounded the character of this
people and their religion. But the first really scientific
work on the subject did not appear till 1856, when
Chwolsohn in his " Ssabier und Ssabismus" conclu-
sively demonstrated who were and who were not
Sabians, showed the fallacies and confusions of the
earlier hypotheses, and, touching lightly on the Baby-
lonian Sabians, gave a very comprehensive account of
the Harranian sect. This elaborate and thoroughly
scientific work cleared the gfound for ever of all the
undergrowth of fancies and myths which had sprang
up round the, name of Sabian; and though among
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